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Division 64:  Sport and Recreation, $34 866 000 - 
Mr Dean, Chairman. 

Mr Carpenter, Minister for Sport and Recreation. 

Mr R.J. Alexander, Director General.  

Mr P.T. Duffy, Director, Business Management.  

Mr WALDRON:  The seventh dot point at page 1090 refers to the country sport enrichment scheme, for which 
$225 000 has been allocated in 2001-02.  Will this highly successful scheme continue, and are any changes 
proposed to be made to this scheme?  I cannot see where it is in the budget.   

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, the scheme will continue.  No, I have no intention of changing it in any way. 

Mr WALDRON:  It will continue to operate as it has been operating? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes.  

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  I refer to page 1097 and the funding towards the redevelopment of Perth and Leederville 
ovals.  What is the basis of the decision to allocate $8 million for that work, and what is the level of contribution 
by parties other than the Government?   

[2.20 pm] 

Mr CARPENTER:  An additional $8 million over the next three years was allocated to the development of Perth 
and Leederville ovals.  Perth Oval was traditionally the home of the East Perth Football Club, although for the 
last several football seasons it has been based, in a playing sense, at Leederville Oval.  The Perth Glory soccer 
club has used the Perth Oval as its home ground.  Before coming to government we made a commitment that we 
would develop a rectangular stadium suitable for soccer, rugby, lacrosse and any other sports that use that kind 
of arena.  We went through the development of a state sports facility plan and considered various options.  The 
Town of Vincent came to us during this process with a proposition for the development in tandem of Perth and 
Leederville ovals; Perth Oval for the Perth Glory and Leederville Oval for the East Perth Football Club, Subiaco 
Football Club and the development of a state indoor sports centre for gymnastics, badminton and so on.  In his 
discussion with us at that stage Nick Tana was keen for Perth Glory to go to Leederville Oval.  He had quite an 
exciting proposal for Leederville Oval; with soccer matches being held there and various other activities 
associated with those matches.  However, there was a strong resistance from the local residents.  In coordination 
with the Town of Vincent, we then put the proposition to Mr Tana and soccer groups about Perth Oval being the 
home ground for Perth Glory.  He accepted that as a good option and we then developed an understanding with 
the Town of Vincent.   

The Perth Oval development, which is due to begin in April after the next soccer season, involves a stadium to 
accommodate about 19 000 people. It will be developed in two stages: the first to refurbish and redevelop the 
western side of the oval, consisting of the existing grandstand and facilities; and the second to build a new stand 
with angled seating on the eastern side of the oval to accommodate 15 000 to 19 000 people.  The State’s 
contribution to the Perth Oval development is approximately $6.8 million.  The Town of Vincent is contributing 
$3 million, and commercial interests are providing $2 million plus land.  The State’s contribution to the state 
indoor sports centre is $1.7 million, and the Town of Vincent is providing $1.8 million and land.  Finally, for the 
Leederville Oval development, the State’s contribution is related to a parking fund. 

Mr MARSHALL:  When those two ovals are fully functional, will they be administered by the Western 
Australian Sports Centre Trust or will different boards run them? 

Mr CARPENTER:  At the moment, those two grounds, or properties, are essentially held freehold by the Town 
of Vincent and will remain like that.   

Mr MARSHALL:  Therefore, will any lease agreements involving the soccer ground and, for example, rugby 
and other soccer groups that want to hire or lease the land be part of an internal process with Perth Glory, or will 
the Government lease the land from the Perth Glory first? 

Mr CARPENTER:  The contractual arrangements with Perth Glory will prevent exclusivity.  There is no 
intention for the Sports Centre Trust to manage the two facilities.  That has been made very explicit in all 
discussions involving the Town of Vincent, Perth Glory, and the Government.  Although Perth Glory may be 
based at the Perth Oval, in the same way that West Coast Eagles have their home ground at Subiaco Oval, it will 
not be to the exclusion of other users.  
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Mr MARSHALL:  If another soccer side needed to use the number one soccer ground in Western Australia, 
which will be Perth Oval, what guarantee is there that they will be able to lease it at a fair price?  They might be 
priced out of it.  

Mr CARPENTER:  The arrangement might be that the Town of Vincent and its manager will manage that 
ground themselves.  I will bet London to a brick that within our lifetimes, and certainly within the next 10 years, 
there will be no second soccer side in Western Australia.  In case it has escaped the member’s attention, the 
National Soccer League is in dire straits at the moment.  One of its saving graces is the strength of Perth Glory 
and its ability to contribute to the national soccer coffers and the national competition.  There is no way that that 
strength will be attacked; it just will not happen.  The sky might fall in and we could spend an hour discussing 
the effects but it will not happen.  

Mr MARSHALL:  As much as we are all fans of Perth Glory, is it true that it has lost nearly $1 million in this 
playing season?  Was that announced in May? 

Mr CARPENTER:  That is not a budget issue.  However, Mr Tana has told me that it loses about that amount of 
money every year.  I take it that that does happen.  Mr Tana has a commitment to be involved in soccer for the 
long term, and has been involved with the Perth Glory now for about six seasons.  He shows no sign of wanting 
to exit the scene.  That sort of question would have to be directed to him.  

Mr MARSHALL:  I am concerned that the Government is virtually giving away $7 million.  

Mr CARPENTER:  How does the member figure that out? 

Mr MARSHALL:  That money is being given to Soccer Western Australia to set up a home of soccer in Perth.  
There are no agreements about the lease costs if, for example, an important rugby match were to be held at the 
Perth Oval.  It might be too high for them. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Will the member raise the same concern about Subiaco Oval? 

Mr MARSHALL:  Australian Rules Football has never been up and down like soccer has.  The minister just said 
that the national game is in disarray and we lose $1 million a year with Perth Glory - 

Mr CARPENTER:  The Government does not lose $1 million, so it is not a budget issue. 

Mr WALDRON:  I refer to major policy decisions outlined on page 1087, and the deferment of the community 
sporting and recreation facilities fund of $3.950 million.  Was that money not utilised last year and, if so, why, 
when there were many applications for funds?  Will that money go into this year’s budget?   

Mr CARPENTER:  For a precise answer I will ask Mr Alexander to comment. 

Mr ALEXANDER:  After the sale of the gas pipeline in about 1997 or 1998, an extra $10 million was put into 
the CSRFF after all applications had been funded; that is, the ones that the committee thought were the top 
applications.  That money was then made available to fund those applications that had missed out.  The 
applications that had missed out had to come up with two-thirds of the funding.  There were all sorts of 
arrangements to raise the funds needed, such as the sale of land by the applicants.  Many of these groups have 
not been able to come up with their two-thirds of the funding, which has meant that those projects have had to be 
deferred.  

Mr WALDRON:  Is the money deferred from those particular projects set aside to give them the opportunity to 
come up with it in another year, and is there a limit on the deferral? 

Mr ALEXANDER:  They can have two deferrals, depending on the minister’s approval and based upon whether 
it is a good or bad project, or other information presented.  The money for some projects has been taken back 
because other good projects are waiting to be funded.  

Mr WALDRON:  If there is a project that probably will not get up, the minister can allocate that money after a 
period to another project for which an application has been made.  Is that how it works? 

[2.30 pm]  

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, that is my understanding.   

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  Page 1087 contains an allocation of $1.05 million in 2003-04 for the relocation of the 
department’s offices from Perry Lakes Athletics Stadium.  What is the reason for the relocation and where will 
the department be relocated, if that has been decided? 

Mr CARPENTER:  This is related to the proposed redevelopment of Perry Lakes Athletics Stadium, the Rugby 
Union WA centre at Perry Lakes and Perry Lakes Basketball Stadium.  Through discussions with the Town of 
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Cambridge, we have reached an understanding that its desire to redevelop that site for housing and other uses 
will go ahead contingent upon its agreement to build replacement athletics, basketball and rugby centres across 
the road in what is now known as AK reserve.  Negotiations are continuing, but there is general agreement 
between the council and the State that that will be the outcome.  That means that the Department of Sport and 
Recreation, which is housed in the Perry Lakes Athletics Stadium building, will need to find a new location.  We 
are not asking the Town of Cambridge to provide the funding for that.  Therefore, we have included an allocation 
in the budget in the expectation that the move will be necessary in 2003-04.  The department’s new location is 
still to be decided.   

Mr WATSON:  Page 1090 of the estimates document states that the department intends to implement a change 
in the strategic direction of Sport International Western Australia from event procurement to the development of 
sport-related business opportunities for Western Australia.  How will this impact SIWA’s operations and 
outcomes?  

Mr CARPENTER:  Sport International Western Australia was a small outfit staffed by Mr Tom Hoad and some 
support staff - I am not sure of the level - with a budget to attract to Western Australia international sporting 
teams and so on at the level below that at which EventsCorp gets involved.  One of the recommendations of the 
machinery of government review was that Sport International Western Australia should come under the umbrella 
of the Department of Sport and Recreation, which has now happened.  The director general might be able to 
provide more information on the organisational structure, support staff and the execution of the organisation’s 
functions, which basically remain the same.  

Mr ALEXANDER:  One of the things we are attempting to do with Sport International Western Australia is 
export Western Australian sporting commercial trade expertise.  We are also trying to improve overseas contacts.  
When a sporting team comes to Western Australia, we find out who are the significant businessmen coming with 
that team and try to team them up with like businessmen or women in Western Australia.  That has started to 
work.  We have also developed some memorandums of understanding with countries such as Mauritius, Croatia 
and, recently, Catalonia in Spain.  The Western Australian hockey team can base itself in Spain and use the local 
facilities and get other support free of charge.   

I have a summary of some upcoming current projects that might be worth relating.  We will host the Singaporean 
under-23 soccer team next month.  We are trying to ensure that juniors from Asia visit during the Hopman Cup 
tournament to participate in some coaching.  We are also supporting a Mauritian swimmer.  There has been a 
significant number of visits by South African colleges to compete against colleges in Western Australia, and we 
were involved in facilitating some of those.  We are trying to set up a Geraldton-Indian Ocean masters games 
and a water polo competition involving Singapore, Bunbury, Kalgoorlie and Geraldton.  Singapore is very keen 
to compete.  We are investigating the possibility of a soccer festival for the under-19 age group.  The under-19 
soccer team is competing in a tournament in France, and was considering holding a tournament in Perth, which 
would include Greece, Croatia, Indonesia and other countries later in the year.  That is a snapshot of the projects, 
and there are several others.   

Mr MARSHALL:  I refer to the fourth dot point under major initiatives on page 1090, which relates to the 
community sporting and recreation facilities fund.   

Did the minister think I would mention the Hopman Cup? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I was prepared to put money on it. 

Mr MARSHALL:  CSRFF is a very important funding project for Western Australia, no matter which 
Government is running it.  How many grants were given in the last round of funding, and what percentage were 
given to metropolitan as opposed to country organisations?  Does the minister have any idea of the various sports 
that were provided with funding?  Were any sports duplicated or did a wide variety of sporting arenas need 
assistance?   

It seems that the flavour of the month in lawn bowls is synthetic greens, which are very costly.  Does the 
Government realise this, and are the forward estimates starting to account for that?  An enormous number of 
clubs will need grants for those surfaces. 

Mr CARPENTER:  The community sporting and recreation facilities fund is a fantastic fund.  It was set up in the 
1980s to service community projects for sporting and recreation facilities.  In the 2002 round, 272 applications 
were received, totalling $20.3 million.  Of that, 166 grants were approved, totalling $9 million.  As we said we 
would, we have increased funding by $1.25 million a year from $7.75 million to $9 million.  Of the 166 grants 
approved, 67 per cent were for regional projects.  The fund is fulfilling its charter.  Interestingly, one of the 
applications that was not approved was from the Premier’s electorate.  The Town of Victoria Park sought 
$1.5 million towards a $4.5 million upgrade for its swimming pool.  That was a project that the Premier, as the 
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local member, had driven.  I had to give him the bad news, and he was not very happy about it.  The Opposition 
might want to pass on that information to the member for Alfred Cove.  We all miss out.  All sorts of sporting 
activities received funding - everything the member could possibly imagine. 

I was surprised about the bowling surfaces.  We received many applications for synthetic surfaces from bowls 
clubs all over Western Australia.  I was surprised because, for me, one of the beauties of the game is the grass.   

Mr MARSHALL:  The cost of grass is the issue.  

Mr CARPENTER:  Absolutely, especially with the watering restrictions.  A large number of applications for 
synthetic playing surfaces for bowls clubs were received.  Given the trend the member has mentioned, I 
anticipate that the number of applications will not diminish but increase.  One day, every club will have a 
synthetic bowling surface.  The first one I saw was at Kardinya.  The issue of applicants being required to 
establish a sinking fund for the future maintenance and replacement of synthetic surfaces is being investigated.  

Mr WALDRON:  The fifth dot point on page 1090 states that the department undertook an audit of regional 
aquatic centres to identify the extent of deterioration of the ageing pools.  Has that audit been completed, and 
what was the result? 

Mr CARPENTER:  It has not been completed, as the member would know. 

Mr WALDRON:  Some pools are ageing.  

[2.40 pm] 

Mr CARPENTER:  This issue was brought to my attention just after I was appointed Minister for Sport and 
Recreation.  The former Deputy Premier, Hendy Cowan, brought a delegation from Cunderdin to speak to me 
about the town pool, which was broken.  The Department of Sport and Recreation pointed out at that very early 
stage that the 70-odd pools in the wheatbelt area were built in the 1960s and were causing various levels of 
concern.  Some required major structural work if they were to be saved.  The review was initiated then and is 
progressing.  

Mr ALEXANDER:  It has not been completed.  The first 23 assessments are being done now.  A group is 
examining the filtration systems and the pools to establish their condition.  It is also encouraging local 
government authorities to undertake maintenance.  Sometimes hidden costs arise after a couple of years of 
neglect.  The review has a dual purpose: first, to provide professional development with regard to maintenance; 
and, secondly, to determined the degree of exposure.  It would appear to be significant. 

Mr WALDRON:  Is the department considering the installation of 25-metre indoor heated pools?  It would be a 
big cost, but is that the way of the future?  Indoor heated pools could be used throughout the year.  In some 
areas, outdoor pools can be used for only four or five months a year and, as a result, they deteriorate.   

Mr ALEXANDER:  We are considering that option.  Steve Mason is our regional manager operating out of 
Northam and covering the area down to Narrogin.  He is conducting two seminars this year in the wheatbelt.  
The seminars involve pool managers and others working in this specialised area.  They talk about ozone in and 
ozone out.  It is like a secret Freemasons society.  They have recognised that some regional centres cannot 
sustain a 50-metre pool.  As a result, they are considering installing 25-metre pools and refurbishment.  New 
heating methods are also being considered.  Sometimes pools are used for only seven or eight weeks a year.  The 
group is considering pool size, better heating methods and the provision of shade.  The department has been very 
proactive in seeking professional advice and going into regional Western Australia to establish the situation.  

Ms RADISICH:  I refer to page 1087 and the major policy initiatives.  I note an allocation of $150 000 every 
year for four years for feasibility studies for projects identified in the state sporting facilities plan.  That is a large 
sum.  Why are those studies being undertaken and what will they achieve?  

Mr CARPENTER:  It would be fair to say that when the Labor Party came to office, one of the big sport and 
recreation issues was the ad hoc approach to planning for sporting facilities.  Many projects were floating 
around, including the soccer stadium proposal.  Those involved in rugby, hockey, tennis, baseball, softball and 
so on wanted their needs considered.  There was no coordinated approach.  Along with the department, the 
Government set about establishing a logical and systematic approach to an assessment of the needs of various 
sporting groups and planning for the future.  We came up with the state sporting facilities plan, which no-one 
rejected.  It is already starting to bear fruit.  We have previously discussed the Leederville and Perth ovals and 
the involvement of the Town of Cambridge, the baseball and softball proposals at Mirrabooka and so on.  
However, we must keep going.  Having identified the needs in broad terms, we must provide the funding to 
undertake feasibility studies.  At the moment, we are doing a feasibility study of the requirements for tennis.  We 
need money to do that.  Rather than going back through the expenditure review process to get the money for a 
range of feasibility studies, we got agreement from the Government to have $150 000 set aside each year.  It 
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might sound like a lot of money, but it is expensive to do feasibility studies and to produce plans.  The fund has 
identified the need for facilities valued at more than $200 million.  The last thing we want to do is to develop a 
plan only to find we have made a shocking mistake.  The member for Dawesville alluded to that scenario.  The 
South Australian State Government planned to build a soccer stadium to cater for 14 000 people.  It later decided 
to increase the capacity to 30 000 people.  It finally cost $40 million, rather than $8 million.  That is the amount 
proposed to be spent by this Government, so that should sound warning bells.  The project ultimately cost the 
South Australian sports and tourism ministers their jobs.  We do not want to get into that position.   

Mr BARNETT:  All in good time.  

Mr CARPENTER:  I would prefer it to be in my own time.  The Leader of the Opposition has raised a valid 
point.  Many community issues must be addressed and it all takes money.  Forums must be arranged and people 
invited.  Staff must also be available to provide explanations.  It might seem like a lot of money, but it will save 
a lot in the long run.  

Dr CONSTABLE:  I refer to the redevelopment of the Perry Lakes stadium and the commitment of the Town of 
Cambridge to relocate the athletics, rugby and basketball facilities.  I expected to find a reference to the 
$20 million local government contribution somewhere in the forward estimates.  If it is in the budget papers, I 
cannot find it.  I would like to know where it is.  Is $20 million the amount to be spent?  That situation is a little 
unusual.  A local government authority is being required to spend a large sum of money on what is essentially a 
state facility, not a local facility.  Is any other local government authority being required to totally or partially 
fund state facilities such as this, or is this an odd instance?  

Mr CARPENTER:  There is no allocation in the budget papers because there is no allocation from the State at 
this stage.  

Dr CONSTABLE:  I am not suggesting that.  That money is like a gift to the State.  Where does it fit?   

The CHAIRMAN:  Perhaps we can hear the answer before the member interjects.  

Mr CARPENTER:  I believe it is mentioned.  The Perry Lakes facilities were vested in the Town of Cambridge 
when the Perth City Council was broken up.  The Perth City Council and the Commonwealth and State 
Governments developed the Perry Lakes stadium in 1959.  It was not paid for by the ratepayers of Cambridge. 

Dr CONSTABLE:  I am not -  

[2.50 pm] 

Mr CARPENTER:  I am explaining the rationale for the financial arrangements.  It was paid for by the people of 
Perth and the taxpayers of Western Australia and Australia.  In light of the way the council boundaries were 
designed after the break up of the Perth City Council, the Town of Cambridge found itself with what it might 
describe as an asset but which, for a long time, it described as a liability.  It considered that it had a white 
elephant in its midst, which it could not afford to maintain or upgrade.  The council was therefore keen to 
demolish and redevelop it.  In fairness, it would have been unreasonable for both the ratepayers of the Town of 
Cambridge and the council not to expect the rest of Western Australia to get something in return for the 
permission to demolish it, given that the rest of Australia contributed to the construction of the facility in the first 
place.  

The expected return from the redevelopment of that project, the realisation of which the member for Churchlands 
and I have discussed, varies from $50 million to $70 million.  From that return, the council has agreed to 
contribute approximately $17 million to the replacement of athletics, rugby and basketball facilities.  Setting 
aside environmental concerns, if I were a ratepayer at the Town of Cambridge I would consider that I had a very 
good deal. 

Dr CONSTABLE:  I was not seeking the history of it.  I asked where it appears in the budget papers.  It will be 
money that is returned to the State. 

Mr CARPENTER:  It will not come back to the State. 

Dr CONSTABLE:  It will.  At the minister’s request those facilities will be relocated.  The sum of $17 million 
should appear somewhere in the budget papers. 

Mr CARPENTER:  They will not be state-owned facilities; the Town of Cambridge will own them. 
Dr CONSTABLE:  It is peculiar. 
Mr CARPENTER:  A discussion was held about the athletics facility.  The council was keen to describe the 
athletics facility as a regional facility rather than a state facility.  I have no objection to that.  Although, in reality, 
it will be a state facility, unless the council wants to divest ownership, it will maintain ownership.  It is on trust 
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land.  I have agreed on behalf of the State to negotiate the ongoing management of the facility.  That is when the 
Western Australian Sports Centre Trust could become involved and a financial component provided will be by 
the State.  The actual ownership will remain with the Town of Cambridge. 
Dr CONSTABLE:  I also asked if arrangements had been made with any other local government authority to 
provide sporting facilities in this way, in a similar way or through a joint arrangement with the State.  If so, what 
is the value of those arrangements? 
Mr CARPENTER:  In relation to regional facilities, arrangements have been made with every other local 
government authority in Western Australia.  In relation to state or national facilities, we have just been through a 
discussion about the Town of Vincent and its financial contribution to what will be in essence a state - possibly a 
national - rugby and soccer facility.  We have done the same thing with the state baseball centre in the City of 
Gosnells.  It is not a unique arrangement.  As I said, I congratulate the councillors at the Town of Cambridge for 
what I think is their enlightened approach to the issue. 
Mr BARNETT:  They are essentially intimidated by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 
Mr CARPENTER:  I find that hard to believe.  At one stage one of the councillors said I was blackmailing them.  
It was a national facility, but now it is a state facility.  For all the reasons I have explained, we want something in 
return for granting permission to demolish it so that the Town of Cambridge will receive not only the windfall 
profits from the sale of the land, which will be enormous, but also the ongoing enormous rate revenue benefit.  It 
is a perfectly legitimate arrangement and I congratulate the council on its achievement. 
Dr CONSTABLE:  The minister said a number of ongoing projects are either joint projects between local 
authorities and the State or just local authorities providing regional or state facilities.  As supplementary 
information I would like a list of them and the amounts attributable to the State and the local authorities? 
Mr CARPENTER:  Yes.  
[Supplementary Information No A18] 
Mr MARSHALL:  I refer to the third dot point under significant issues and trends headed “Demographics” on 
page 1086.  It indicates that the population of Western Australia will rise by five per cent by 2010 and further 
demands will be made on sporting facilities to meet the needs of the increased number of seniors and 
multicultural groups, as a result of the impact of baby boomers etc.  Nothing is more valid than that statement.  
The state sporting facilities plan will provide a strategic and systematic approach to determining what facilities 
are required.  Is a facilities group investigating the fastest growing areas in Western Australia in relation to their 
need for sporting facilities?  In Mandurah, for example, the golfing facility is overcrowded; extensions have been 
built onto the two tennis clubs, but they are still overcrowded; the $1.2 million hockey facility has doubled its 
membership and is producing champions; there are not enough cricket grounds; the number of young soccer 
players has increased from 2 000 to 5 000 in the past four years; the football ground at Rushton Park is in need of 
an upgrade; the number of baseball and rugby players is increasing; in women’s sport the netball courts need 
renovating; and the Mandurah swimming pool is outdated and a modern aquatic centre is needed.  That growth is 
due to the increased population close to the metropolitan area.  Local government is coming to the party in 
providing support for all these areas.  Has a committee been formed to investigate the State’s needs in the towns 
and cities of Western Australia? 
Mr CARPENTER:  Yes. 
Mr MARSHALL:  What does it propose to do?  Is money available for local shires when they identify their 
sporting needs?  
Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, although it will depend on their expectations. 
Mr MARSHALL:  Three gymnasiums have been built in Mandurah in the past two years.  If the local council 
prioritised the aquatic centre, how could the Government become involved in providing financial support 
without the CSRFF? 
Mr CARPENTER:  The facilities development branch in the Department of Sport and Recreation works in 
partnership with local government authorities to identify their needs.  Local authorities can apply through the 
community sporting and recreation facilities fund.  Local authorities can prioritise their own projects.  An 
assessment is made by the CSRFF panel in a purely apolitical way - the Premier’s own pet project dropped off 
the list.  The director general may be able to provide a little more information. 
Mr ALEXANDER:  We have a facilities branch across all the demographics in Western Australia.  Many of the 
needs come to the fore through the facilities fund project.  Each local government, sporting club and state 
association submits a request.  Each group gets an opportunity to prioritise its requirements; for example, 
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Mandurah can indicate the projects it considers to be the most important.  Every year a prioritised list is provided 
of projects that the community wants.  

That is one way that it happens.  Our facilities branch is also aware of the demographics.  It holds seminars on a 
regular basis.  I think it has held about eight or nine seminars so far this year throughout Western Australia to 
look at the needs and wishes in particular areas.  Groups sometimes make unreasonable requests - they 
sometimes want Taj Mahals.  If we were to acquiesce and provide those facilities, they would be deficit funded 
by $150 000 to $200 000 each year.  The facilities branch ensures that the facilities are appropriate for the 
regions.  In deciding what is appropriate, it must obviously work strongly with the local community.  That needs 
to be ensured.   

[3.00 pm] 

Mr MARSHALL:  Using Mandurah as an example, is the facilities branch so well equipped with knowledge that 
it would have information on all the sporting facilities and the number of people competing in the relevant sports 
in that city?  

Mr CARPENTER:  A regional officer of the department is located in Mandurah and would be able to make those 
assessments.  

Mr WALDRON:  I refer to the regional information access program listed under new works on page 1093.  
What does that program involve?  An amount of $70 000 has been allocated to that program for 2002-03.  

Mr CARPENTER:  I have an encyclopaedic knowledge of that program, but I do not want to take up too much 
time.  For the sake of brevity, I refer that question to Mr Duffy.  

Mr DUFFY:  That $70 000 funds our statewide communications network for all our offices.  

Mr MARSHALL:  I refer to the item on volunteers at the fifth dot point on page 1087.  We are all aware of the 
importance of volunteers to sport.  What is the opinion of the Department of Sport and Recreation on seven-day 
trading and its impact on sport in general?  Country areas have small populations.  If seven-day trading were 
introduced, there would be a downturn in the number of 15 and 16-year-old athletes, because they would get 
jobs.  Parents might also work part time.  It is getting harder to get volunteers.  Some blame seven-day shopping 
services for that.  Does the Government have an opinion on that matter? 

Mr CARPENTER:  The Government does have an opinion on that, which I think the Opposition shares; that is, 
there should be a limited capacity for seven-day trading.  I do not want to venture into territory with which I am 
not all that familiar.  It is not really a budget item. 

Mr MARSHALL:  I think it is for volunteers.   

Mr CARPENTER:  It is not.  Volunteers are not paid, so it is not a budget item.  

Mr MARSHALL:  We are losing our contributors to sport. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I know.  It is an issue, but it is not a budget item.   

Mr MARSHALL:  I would like to know the position of the department on state sporting facilities and the 
Hopman Cup, which is listed under the second dot point on page 1086.  There is concern about whether the 
feasibility study will come out in time to build the tennis stadium that will perhaps be required to keep the 
Hopman Cup in Perth. 

Mr CARPENTER:  It depends how long we have.  As the member knows, this issue is driven by the prospect of 
the demolition of the Burswood Dome.  If it is demolished, we will have no home for the Hopman Cup.  The 
time frame for that, if indeed it occurs at all, is uncertain.  If it were to occur overnight and we were to bring the 
feasibility study out tomorrow, we would probably be too late.  If, however, the demolition of the Burswood 
Dome does not happen for four or five years or whatever it might be, we will have a little more time.  This issue 
concerned me greatly when it was first brought to my attention by Paul MacNamee.  The time frame he required 
for the construction of an alternative venue was impossible to meet.  In fact, I think he wanted it built by 
Christmas.  He was talking about a $50 million stadium.  This issue is still the subject of what could be described 
as highly sensitive negotiations between Burswood, the Government and various other parties.  I am confident 
that the end result will be favourable for the sport.  

Mr MARSHALL:  We have talked about naming rights.  It is one way to raise money.  An article in the financial 
section of The Australian quoted the managing director of Burswood saying that Burswood would be happy to 
get involved in the naming rights of the proposed tennis stadium.  The minister previously scoffed at the idea 
that there would be much money in naming rights.  Did the article, and the amount of money suggested in it, 
change the minister’s opinion? 
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Mr CARPENTER:  I do not know whether I scoffed at that idea.  This is not a budget item either.  Those sorts of 
discussions and the different components of them are interesting, but I am talking from a position of ignorance.   

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


